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§946.6

vests in the United States Postal Serv-
ice, subject to the right of the owner to
submit a valid claim as provided in
§946.6.

§946.6 Disposition of abandoned prop-
erty; additional period for filing
claims.

(a) Upon expiration of the time pro-
vided in §§946.2 and 946.4(a)(3) for the
filing of claims or any extension there-
of, and without the receipt of a timely
claim, the property described in the no-
tice is considered abandoned and be-
comes the property of the United
States Postal Service. However, if the
owner satisfies the requirements of
§946.6(b), except for property described
in §946.3, such abandoned property
must be returned to the owner if a
valid claim is filed within 3 years from
the date the property became aban-
doned, with the following qualifica-
tions:

(1) Where property has been placed in
official use by the Postal Inspection
Service, a person submitting a valid
claim under this section must be reim-
bursed the fair market value of the
property at the time title vested in the
United States Postal Service, less costs
incurred by the Postal Service in re-
turning or attempting to return such
property to the owner and;

(2) Where property has been sold, a
person submitting a valid claim under
this section must be reimbursed the
same amount as the last appraised
value of the property prior to the sale
of such property.

(b) In order to present a valid claim
under §946.6(a), the claimant must es-
tablish that he or she had no actual or
constructive notice prior to the date
the property became abandoned that he
or she was entitled to file a claim pur-
suant to §946.2 or §946.4. Publication of
notice pursuant to §946.4 provides con-
structive notice unless a claimant can
demonstrate circumstances which rea-
sonably precluded his access to the
published notice.

[63 FR 6986, Mar. 4, 1988, as amended at 63 FR
8126, Feb. 18, 1998]
§946.7 Submission of claims.

Claims submitted pursuant to this
part must be submitted on Postal Serv-
ice Form 1503 which may be obtained

39 CFR Ch. | (7-1-02 Edition)

from the Inspector in Charge who has
custody of the property.

§946.8 Determination of claims.

Upon receipt of a claim under this
part, the DPostal Inspection Service
must conduct an investigation to de-
termine the merits of the claim. The
results of the investigation must be
submitted to the Chief Postal Inspector
or delegate who must approve or deny
the claim by written decision, a copy of
which must be forwarded to the claim-
ant by certified mail. If the claim is
approved, the procedures to be followd
by the claimant to obtain return of the
property, or its determined value, must
be stated. If the claim is denied, the de-
cision must state the reasons therefor.

§946.9 Reconsideration of claims.

A written request for reconsideration
of denied claims may be submitted
within 10 days of the postmarked date
of the mailing denying the claim. Such
requests must be addressed to the Chief
Postal Inspector or delegate and must
be based on evidence recently devel-
oped or not previously presented.

§946.10 Record retention.

Records regarding property subject
to this part will be retained for a pe-
riod of 3 years following return of the
property to its owner or a determina-
tion that the property is abandoned.

§946.11 Disposition of property de-
clared abandoned.

Property declared abandoned, includ-
ing cash, and proceeds from the sale of
property subject to this part may be
shared by the Postal Inspection Service
with federal, state, or local law en-
forcement agencies. Unless the Chief
Postal Inspector determines that cash
or the proceeds of the sale of the aban-
doned property are to be shared with
other law enforcement agencies, such
cash or proceeds shall be deposited in
the Postal Service Fund established by
39 U.S.C. 2003. The authority to make
this determination may be delegated
by the Chief Postal Inspector.

[59 FR 29372, June 7, 1994]
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